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ACTION HEW-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-12 NEA-10 10-14 ISO-OO ICAE-00 
SSO-OO INRE-00 INR-10 MED-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 HA-05 
CA-01 OES-07 CIAE-00 AID-05 /088 W 

057973 081038Z/13 

O R 081001Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 
CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 
INFOGJUMTBK/ AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
USMPMSION GENEVA 

CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL, ATLANTA, GA 
HQ PACAF 

NAVCOMSTA DIEGO GARCIA 
USS FOX 

CLARK AFB (FOR USAF HOSPITAL) 

NAVAL HOSPITAL, SUBIC BAY 
CMEF 

CINCPACFLT 
JCS WASHDC 

CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
CDRUSACSG FT SHAFTER HI 
CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL 
TRIPLER ARMY MED CEN HONOLULU HI 
SECDEF WASHDC 

UNCLASSIFIED COLOMBO 1624 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD: STATE FOR OFDA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, MV 

SUB J : CHOLERA EPIDEMIC IN REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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REFS: A. COLOMBO 1623 
B. COLOMBO 1589 

1 . ALL MESSAGES THIS SUBJECT MAY NOW BE DECLASSIFIED. 
FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED 8 APRIL 
ON PAGE 3 ENGLISH LANGUAGE (COLOMBO) "SUN' 1 NEWSPAPER 
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UNDER TWO COLUAM HEAD, "CHOLERA 

EPIDEMIC SWEEPS MALDIVES; SRI LANKA RUSHES SUPPLIES." 
BEGIN TEXT: THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT YESTERDAY RUSHED 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND VACCINES TO THE MALDIVES TO HELP 
OVERCOME A CHOLERA EPIDEMIC IN SOME ISLANDS THERE. 

2. MEANWHILE BIA (BAND ARAN AIKE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT) 
AND PORT AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN ALERTED TO CHECK ON ALL 
PERSONS FROM THE MALDIVES ENTERING SRI LANKA, WITH A 
VIEW TO PREVENT CG THE DISEASE FROM SPREADING HERE. 


3. A REUTER REPORT FROM MALE, THE MALDIVIAN CAPITAL, 

YESTERDAY STATED: THE DEATH TOLL IN THE GASTRO- 
ENTERITIS EPIDEMIC SWEEPING THIS INDIAN OCEAN STATE HAS 
RISEN TO 1 13, THE PUBLIC HEALTH AUTHORITY ANNOUNCED 
HERE. 

4. SO FAR FOUR POSITIVE CASES OF CHOLERA, RESULTING IN 
ONE DEATH, HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED. FURTHER 

TESTS ARE BEING CARRIED OUT BY MEDICAL TEAMS SENT HERE 
BY THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND UNICEF 
(THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND). 

5. MORE THAN 2,000 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HIT BY THE 
EPIDEMIC. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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RE6. THE EPIDEMIC, WHICH STARTED IN EARLY JANUARY IN THE 
SOUTHERN ATOLL OF LAAM HAS NOW SPREAD TO MORE THAN 40 
ISLANDS, INCLUDING THE CAPITAL MALE. BUT THE ISLAND 
RESPORTS RESERVED FOR FOREIGN TOURISM - ONE OF THE MALDIVES’ 
MAJOR INDUSTRIES - HAVE NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY THE 
OUTBREAK. END TEXT. 

WRIGGINS 

OPR NOTE: MCN’S WILL BE PROVIDED BY SERVICE WIRE AT A LATER DAT 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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